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JOHN YOCHUM ‘78

In high school, Yoc was never afraid to be himself and his unique gifts.
While most 6°6” tall guys were working on their basketball hook shot,
Yoc pursued hockey (which made him 6°8” on skates!)
where he instantly became an enforcer on the ice. He also played varsity
baseball, and of course pitched; thus giving him an additional 10” height
advantage on the mound, which added to his already intimidating presence.
Never afraid to leverage his unique strengths combined with a rock-solid heart,
Yoc has always been a consistent, towering influence amongst family, friends
and brothers dating back to his teenage years some 50-years ago.
Thank you, Yo, for all that you are and continue to be.
Pledge Brother, Ken Waldron ‘78

During the 1970’s, many traveled 77-miles south on I-79, from Pittsburgh to
Morgantown to attend WVU. In the fall of 1977, John “Yoc” Yochum *78 made
that short trek to cast his lot with the Mighty Mountaineers. Upon arrival in
Morgantown, Yoc settled into dorm life at Dadisman Hall on the downtown
campus.

He noted many of his friends and classmates from Upper St Clair High School,
including Ken Waldren *78 and John “H” Christ ’79, who also made their way
to WVU. “If you wanted to get away from home without traveling too far, not
to mention tuition was affordable, then WVU was an easy choice,” noted Yoc.

Brother H shared: “Yoc always wore that stupid LA Dodgers batting helmet,
and there always was an issue with his car. One time, we were driving back to
WVU (from Pitts), and the radiator hose in his van broke and sprayed scalding
hot water all over me while sitting in the passenger seat.”

He rushed second semester to allow himself to settle into college life. Once he
pledged, he became an integral part of the chapter. Particularly the Leukemia
Radiothon, started in 1976, in memory of C.B. Shingleton II °75. Over several
years, WV Alpha raised over $50,000 for the Leukemia Society.

Having played hockey since the age of eight, Yoc played four years during high
school, and ‘tried out’ and made the WV U Club Team his junior year. With no
scholarship money in play, and an immense time constraint...Yoc backed out
of hockey after one game. But his passion never faded.

In 1983, while working in Houston, TX, Yoc met the love of his life, Lori. They
married in 1986 in her hometown of Milwaukee, WI. Thirty-eight years later,
they are the proud parents of two sons: Craig (age 31), who is a police officer in
Jupiter, FL and Brett (age 28), who is a fireman in West Palm Beach, FL. Yoc &
Lori reside in Palm City, FL.

In terms of work life, Yoc has spent the better part of his career working
for national/global companies in the security service solutions. Presently,
he is Vice President National Account Sales/Operations for U.S. Security
Associates.

In terms of family, Craig was the consummate over-achiever, and by the time
he enrolled at Florida State University (FSU) for his freshman year, he had
already earned enough credit hours (via dual-enrollment in Criminal Justice
during high school) to qualify as a junior. Life at FSU was short-lived, and after

one year Craig returned to attend the Police Academy at Indian River State
College. He joined the police force in 2016. He permanently works the night
shift, which he enjoys: working 4 On/4 Off. When I asked his “memorable
moment” to date as respects his job, he noted:

In 2017 at 3:00 AM, Craig responded to a two vehicle crash, involving an
ambulance. Both paramedics died, and the driver of the other vehicle was a
drunk driver. He decided at that moment he would FOREVER have a “zero
tolerance” for drunk drivers.

In 2018 Craig was named Police Officer of Year for the City of Jupiter. He is
engaged (Ronnie) to be married in November 2024.

Brett had a bit more circuitous path, as he pursued his love of hockey and
transferred to a high school in Fort Myers for two years, followed by a year
in New Brunswick, Canada (2015). In 2016 he traveled back to Florida and
enrolled at Florida Gulf Coast University. During his junior/senior years, the
Division IT School won the College Hockey National Championship.

In 2019 following graduation, Brett attended the Fire Academy. As the State of
Florida requires ‘paid firefighters’ to have their EMT Certification, this part of
the journey became problematic as Covid set-in. By 2021 with all certification
complete, he became a Fireman in West Palm Beach, FL. When I asked his
“memorable moment” to date as respects his job, he noted:

In 2023, his shift was recognized for the “Call of the Year” related to a one car
accident that involved extricating the victim from the vehicle, while saving
their life.

Brett is also engaged (Olivia) and will be married in August 2024. The hockey
gene remains within all the Yochum Boys as they still love to spend time on
the ice together!
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FROM HERE...

(706) Tom Vanlandingham ’52
10 S. Forest Beach Dr, Apt 303, Hilton Head, SC 29928
Mailed along $100 for the newsletter.

(792) Dan Ferguson ’56

157 Oakview Drive, Kenova, WV 25530

I lost my Phi Psi Big Brother yesterday (February 15, 2024), Dr. Charles McKown ’53.

Mailed along $100 in honor of Brother McKown.

[Editor’s Note: Dr. McKown was one of the nicest, most genuine, and giving Brothers I knew]

(801) Charlie Mahan ’57

1108 Campbell Mountain Drive, Waynesville, NC 28785

We built a smaller home at 3,000 sq ft...down from 4,800 sq ft, along with icy roads and fewer bears. I
am writing my anecdotal memoirs and just finished a chapter on wonderful WV Alpha and this great
brotherhood. Will send to Zach when finished and he can share with whomever.

Sent along $150 for newsletter.

(824) Richard Burchinal ’58

1109 E. Aspen Ct, Kohler, WI 53044

Ph: 920-400-6013 Email: burchinal@att.net

Two residents in my condo are Phi Psi Brothers from the chapter at Beloit (Wisconsin). They are really
impressed with the quality of our chapter newsletter. Kudo’s to all brothers previous involved with
producing this newsletter.

[Editor’s Note: Mountaineers Phi Psi has been produced for 81-years. There have been but four editor’s:
Harlan Selby ’18, Lou Corson 34, David Woodrum ’61, and Zach Mendelson 79]

(840) Ward “Jerry” Stone ’59

908 Cottonwood Street, Morgantown, WV 26505

Ph: 304-599-2013 Email: wdstonejr@gmail.com

My brother, Judge Robert Stone 62, passed on November 6, 2022, after an illness of six-months. He was
circuit judge of Monongalia County, 1985-2002, and then senior status judge until his death.

Mailed along $50 for the newsletter.

(886) Stephon McWhorter ’60
570 Lovely Lane, Sylacauga, AL 35151
Mailed along $50 for the newsletter.

(1058) William Richards ’68
214 Linden Park, Elkins Park, PA 19027
Mailed along $75 for the newsletter.

(1072) Tom DeWitt 68

3146 Dahlia Way, Naples, FL 34105

Ph: 304-290-0842 Email: tjidewitt47@gmail.com
Mailed along $100 for the newsletter.

(1087) Mike Hoffman 68

2571 Baltimore Pike, Hanover, PA 17331

My good friend and Brother George (Eli) Zivkovich ’68 passed into God’s care on March 1, 2024.
Mailed along $100 for newsletter and in memory of Brother Eli.

(1092) Charles Wilson 69

44 Monarch Lane Weston, WV 26452

Ph: 304-838-1501 Email: cwwchestnut@yahoo.com

Spent winter at our villa on St Simon Island, GA. In great health and loving the weather. Always enjoy
the newsletter. I loved reading about Brother Robert Douglas, he was a fantastic man!

Mailed $200 for the newsletter.
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(1186) Dan Richards 71

3593-1 Inland Empire Blvd, Suite 1200, Ontario, CA 91764

Continued congratulations on a great newsletter. Jode (’74 BS Education) and I celebrated 50-years of
marriage this year. Never had an argument!! My Kendrew venture has proven to be worthwhile so I keep
at it for fear of staying at home and dying. We’ll be in Morgantown for the KS Football Game and I hope
to see old friends. Bringing daughter, son-in-law, and grandkids.

Sent along $250 for newsletter and in memory of his brother, Mark Richards ’73.

(1275) Doug Mundy ’74

311 Fletcher Lane, Hurricane, WV 25526

Ph: 304-545-6084

I've been retired for four years, right when Covid hit. Good timing, huh? Keep up the good work on the
newsletter, a bargain at twice the price!

Sent along $100 for the newsletter.

(1279) Jim Lorenze ’74
54 Tara Place, Morgantown, WV 26505
Mailed along $100 for the newsletter.

(1293) D.B. Teter ’74
22 Dartmouth Street, Morgantown, WV 26505
Sent along $100 for the newsletter.

(1339) Jeft Stevens *76

57 Cala Lane, Alum Creek, WV 25003

Ph: 304-756-463 Email: calalanetwo@aol.com

Really enjoy the Mountaineer Phi Psi and all the updates. Keep up the good work. Live Ever, Die Never!
Sent along $100 for the newsletter.

(1436) Mark Vasilko ’78

744 Pine Valley Drive, Plum, PA 15239

Retired from the pharmaceutical industry in 2022. Looking forward to the next chapter. Enjoy our
mini-reunions with local Brothers throughout the year.

Sent along via Venmo $100 for the newsletter.

(1513) John Miesner ’81

1533 Bedford, Charleston, WV 25314

Thank you for your continuous work for the chapter. I am proud to be wrapping up about a decade as the
House Corp President. Last January I purchased, with several partners, AVN Corp, where I am busy as
the General Counsel. Still getting the occasional camping trip with Mike Robinson ‘81, Larry Cavallo
‘81, Pat Parill ‘81, and John Hornor ‘81. — All Guts 24’81 Pledge Brothers.

Mailed along $100 for the newsletter

(1568) Todd May ’83

4605 Jessica Lane, N. Royalton, OH 44133

Ph: 216-533-3981 Email: toddmay50@gmail.com

Still living in Cleveland. It has been 33-years.My son, Drew May "17 and I went to the Dukes Mayo Bowl
Game. Had a great time and saw lots of brothers. Daughter, Kendal, is a KKG at WVU. Wife, Chris, was
recently elected to our school board. Life is Good!

Mailed along $150 for the newsletter.

In Memory of...Robert “Bob” Douglas 50

Nancy Douglas, 1578 Kanawha Blvd E. #8D, Charleston, WV 25311

Ph: 304-645-4765

“Bob passed away after an extended illness on November 17, 2023. Bob was a loyal Phi Psi. He loved his
fraternity and the support it gave him as a student.”

Nancy sent along $300 to honor Bob.

STAY CONNECTED

Chapter Website

www.mountaineerphipsi.com

Chapter Instagram
@phipsiwvu

National Website
www.phikappapsi.com

Foundation Website
www.pkpfoundation.org

Update Your Information
Make sure you stay up-to-date on what
is happening at the Chapter and within
the organization. Complete the form on
the back of this newsletter, place it in a
stamped envelope and mail it to the Phi
Kappa Psi Foundation. You can also use

the link at the bottom of the form to
submit your information electronically.

Support WV Alpha

Gifts to the WV Alpha Endowed Chapter
OneFund or Chapter Housing Fund
can be made by check, credit card and/
or appreciated securities. These gifts are
100% tax deductible through the Phi
Kappa Psi Foundation.

You can give online using a credit card at
bit.ly/givecampus-wv-alpha

[=] 54 [=]

or by mailing a check to:
Phi Kappa Psi Foundation
5395 Emerson Way
Indianapolis, IN 46226

Checks should be made payable to the
Phi Kappa Psi Foundation and note
WYV Alpha Endowed Chapter OneFund
or Chapter Housing Fund on the memo
line.
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LIVE EVER. DIE NEVER. A STRONGER TOMORROW.

Dear Brothers,

Approximately five years ago, a group of dedicated West Virginia Alpha alumni set out to transform and improve the Chapter following
our recolonization. They recognized that the University and Greek environment we all knew had changed. To excel and attract the best and
brightest to the Chapter, we needed to change our “business model.”

We decided West Virginia Alpha needed to require minimum GPAs for pledges and actives, increase the focus on recruiting West Virginia natives
or those with connections to West Virginia through alums and family, reconnect with our alumni base, and make ourselves the most attractive
option for the highest quality men on campus interested in Greek life. How do you do that? Well, one way is to make sure you have the best
facilities and house on campus, be selective, and offer scholarships and leadership training opportunities while at the same time adhering to and
never losing sight of the history, values, and traditions that make Phi Kappa Psi and West Virginia Alpha special. And that is what we did.

The Live Ever, Die Never campaign was created recognizing the cold fact that it takes money to accomplish these goals. We set a fundraising
goal of $2.25 million, to be divided between two professionally managed funds.

1. $1M to maintain, support, and improve the Sarah B. Cochran chapter house.

2. $1.25M toward an endowment to fund scholarships to assist with tuition and keep housing costs low for our brothers.
If we achieve our fundraising goal, we will generate sufficient income to accomplish our goals, and we will not need to have fundraising
campaigns ad infinitum.

To date, we have received pledges and contributions from 88 alums for a total of $667,147. While we are grateful for their support, we need to
have many more WV Alpha alumni step up to the plate and give generously to our campaign.

Your contribution, no matter the size, will make a significant impact. As time is running out and we will be ending the campaign on Decem-
ber 31 of this year, we need to hear from you now!

e
[ 19505 | $13,600 6 106 6%
[ 1960 | $118,598 26 202 13%
$430,646 34 329 10%
$93,737 13 238 5%
[ 19905 | $1,750 2 253 1%
$6,769 4 233 2%
$2,045 3 232 1%

There are a number of tax-advantaged ways to donate; pledges can be paid over 5 years, planned/estate-giving alternatives, and other ways can
be tailored to your circumstances. Please respond immediately by contacting Phil Mikos, Associate Vice President of Development, at pjm@
pkpfoundation.org, or me to discuss how you can help us.

Your involvement is not just appreciated; it's essential. We need you to make this campaign a success.

In the Bond...

P . B Scan the QR code or visit pkpfoundation.org/wv-alpha to
M MM .. make a gift to the Live Ever. Die Never. A Stonger Tomorrow
Tim Miller 74 campaign today!

Campaign Chairman

If an error has been made in recording you gift on the next page, or your name has been mistakenly omitted or listed improperly, we sincerely
apologize. Please advise our campaign team at the Foundation by calling 317.275.3400 or emailing Phil Mikos at pjm@pkpfoundation.org.
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We are so grateful to the following WV Alpha brothers who have committed nearly $667,147
to the Live Ever. Die Never. A Stronger Tomorrow. campaign. With your gift, you join chapter
brothers across the nation in celebrating Phi Psi’s strong history at WVU and our even greater
future. Together, we are ensuring that the young men who follow in our footsteps in WV Alpha
have a state-of-the-art chapter facility to learn in, lead in and call home. We have moved the
needle, but additional commitments are needed to accomplish our campaign goal of $2,250,000.

CAMPAIGN UPDATE

As of 08/01/2024
Campaign Goal

$2,250,000

$2,250,000

$1,800,000

Cash and Pledges
$667,147

$1,350,000

$900,000
Goal Remaining
$1,582,853

$450,000
$0
Loyal Donors

81

CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP

Honorary Chairman
David Woodrum ’61

Campaign Chairman
Tim Miller *74

Committee
Jack Bowman ’58
Rick Pill °70
JT Thomas 70
Bob Bird ’73
Kim Craig 74
Dave Hanna ’77
Zach Mendelson °79
Tim Hoffman ’81
Tim Dyer ’81
John Miesner ’81
Izaak Mendelson 07

CLASS CAPTAINS

1950°'s

Jack Bowman ’58

1980's
Doug Stoup ’83
1960's Richard Carlin ’86

Rick Wagener ’69 2000's
James Dobbs ’69 Izaak Mendelson ’07

1970's
Rick Pill °70
JT Thomas ’70
Kim Craig 74
Jeff Tennant 74
John Giamalis ’76

GIVING LEVELS

As of 08/01/2024

1852 LEGACY SOCIETY
Honoring those that have designated WV
Alpha in their estate plans.

Lee A. Pyles 77

1890 FOUNDERS LEAGUE
$100,000+

LETTERMAN SOCIETY
$50,000-$99,999

Richard M. Adams ’65
Richard A. Pill 70

John T. Miesner '81

CHAPEL SOCIETY
$25,000-$49,999

Richard H. Wagener ’69
John L. Thomas 70
Timothy M. Miller 74
Jeffrey V. Tennant 74
Camden P. Siegrist 78
Michael D. Fiery 79

Zachary L. Mendelson 79

WEST VIRGINIA ALPHA CLUB
$10,000-$24,999

Forest J. Bowman 58
Thomas R. Douglass 72
Kim Craig 74

John N. Giamalis 76
Timothy R. Hoffman ‘81
Matthew J. Mazanek 82
Douglas C. Stoup ‘83

HARLAN SELBY SOCIETY
$5,000-$9,999

Michael D. Hoffman ’68
Charles C. Wise III 69
James S. Walker 70
Dennis G. White 71
Robert B. Bird 73
Phillip R. Stevens 75
Timothy T. Whalen °75
Philip A. Compton 79
James P. Hamer II °79
Izaak T. Mendelson 07

PHI KAPPA PSI SOCIETY
$1,000-$4,999

Charles S. Mahan 57
Hubert A. Shaffer Jr. 58
Stephen D. McWhorter '60
David L. Woodrum 61
David C. Hardesty Jr. ‘64
Stephen R. Crislip 67
Benjamin A. Hardesty 69
Steven C. Miller 69
Stephen D. Scales *72
Samuel D. Morris 73
Gary K. Waters 74

David M. Ziegler 75
Stephen A. Spencer 77
David G. Calabrase ’84
Adam H. Mandleberg ’94

Charles J. Hageboeck ’17

AMICI CIRCLE
$1-$999

William R. Samples 50
Earl A. Pauley 56
Murhl L. Flowers ’62
William A. Jones Jr. '62
Maurice G. Taylor Jr. 63
Eric Van Lilly ‘64
William E Hartwig ‘65
Robert C. Spiker Jr. '65
Curtis K. Brown '66
Robert H. Douglas Jt. ’66
William J. Quinn II ’66
Nicholas W. Conger 67
Thomas J. DeWitt 68
Richard C. Haines 68
William H. Hevener °70
Mario J. Marra 72
Richard E. Jones 75
Bruce E. Duchene 77
Timothy Muscaro 79
Theodore N. Pauls ’80
Philip B. Hall ’81
Michael W. Robinson ’81
Edward R. Stike '81
John L. Coyner Jr. ‘83
Jeffrey S. Roberts ‘84
Vito S. Manno Jr. 86
Steven A. McBride ‘86
Daniel W. Lucas 93
Timothy J. Mento '00
Todd B. Jessup 04
Daniel J. Markowitz ‘04
Brandon Copeland ’17
Scott Dana
Anonymous
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THE STORY OF THE PITT GOAL POST HEIST

Circa 1973, West Virginia Alpha only had
a few Morgantown active members (aka
townies). In August of that year, their two
active brothers, Jim and Dave, who decided it
would be helpful to invite a few of the Morgan-
town High School graduates and would-be
incoming freshmen, to visit the frat house to
‘wet their appetite’ about future Greek life.

After visiting the library and living room, the
group retreated to the basement for a quick tour,
followed by consumption of a favorite meal of
an 18-year old--beer/pizza. [Editor’s Note-legal
drinking alcohol in those days was age-18].

As they toured the basement, the boy’s noted
several of the old goal post remnants hanging
from the rafters. Coincidentally enough, the
(Pitt) sports segment appeared on TV, with
an interview of Johnny Majors promoting the
upcoming season. Of course, this segment also
highlighted Tony Dorsett.

Before long, a chant of Goal Post...Goal Post...
could be heard a block away. With emotions
running at a high-octane level, a station
wagon was loaded up and headed north on

1-79. The cast of characters in the car included
two brothers, and several future brothers.
They arrived in Oakland (Pitt Campus) ~2:00
AM. The group had to first scale a steep wall.
Then climb a fence which put them on top
of a concession stand. After a mere 8ft jump,
access to the stadium was achieved.

Some stayed on top of the concession as a
”look out party”, while the others made their
way to the field. They were able to rock the
goal post ‘back n forth’ before it finally gave
way. After securing one of the uprights, it was
carried up the 66-steps and handed off to the
group on the concession roof, who dropped
the prized position over the fence, and then
loaded it into the wagon. As the upright was
much longer than the car, it extended from
the rear window through the front passenger
window.

In their haste to escape, it was realized the
group left behind one of the brothers. He
hid in the bushes for several minutes...
with thoughts of spending the night in the
Allegheny County Jail...as local police were
now surveying the outside of the stadium.
But lo and behold, the loyal band came back

to retrieve their missing comrad. As the sun
rose the next day, the group signed their prize
possession and hung it from the basement
rafters. It is worth mentioning that evening as
the (TV) station showed Pitt’s practice, it was
noted that all kicking drills had to be done at
just one end of the field.

The few months later, Jim Lorenze, Gary
Waters, Junior Taylor, Dave Pill, Dick
Ratcliff, Jeff Tenant, and Sky King all became
members of WV Alpha in spite of (or perhaps
because of) their loyal actions. The only thing
better than beating the ‘Hell out of Pitt’...is
stealing their goal post.

And now, as Paul Harvey would say, you know
the rest of the story!

Congratulations to all of the 1974 initiated
Brother’s as they celebrate their 50th Anniver-
sary in Phi Psi. They will be recognized at our
Founder’s Day Event, Sunday, October 20th @
The Erickson Alumni Center. See link in this
newsletter to register for this event.

PINEHURST

JUNE 5-7, 2025

The 6th Biennial WV Alpha Alumni Retreat will be June 5-7, 2025. In 2023 the event sold out for the second time, so mark your calendar now and

note that registration will open up on October 1st. There will once again be an online portal for registration. As in the past, golf, pickle ball, fishing

and clay shooting will be available. The Pine Crest Inn has been reserved, along with overflow housing nearby. If you have attended in the past, plan
to return. If you have never attended, make this your time to be present.

3 1]

Scan the QR code or visit

to RSVP!

https://bit.ly/pinehurst-25

“Life is short, so live it. Love is rare, so grab it. Fear controls you, so face it.
Memories are precious, so cherish them. We only get one life, so live it!”
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In July, Matt Richardson, WVU Center for Fraternal Values

at West Virginia University, was named the Phi Kappa Psi
National Greek Campus Advisor at the 81st GAC.

Bob Bird ’73 (left) and Zach Mendelson ’79 (right) pose with
the WVU Mountaineer during a break in April during the
Alumni Leadership Institute at the Erickson Alumni Center.
Brother Bird has been a long-time supporter of the Knoxville,
TN, Alumni Chapter.

Pat Whalen ’76 (left) and Bob Burkhardt °78 (right) in
Lourdes, France. Whalen is a Knight in the Order of Malta.
An international group of Hospitallers dating back to
the 11th Century. Burkhardt was invited to Lourdes as a
Malade (his affliction with Parkinson’s). Lourdes is where
the Virgin Mary appeared to a peasant girl, Bernadette.
Over 80 miracles have been confirmed from this eternal
spring that Mary told Bernadette to dig. The movie “Song of
Bernadette” tells the story.

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY

If you are looking for another way to continue to support West Virginia
Alpha without spending anything today, you can include a legacy giftin
your will. To thank you for your generous support, we have partnered

Visit https://bit.ly/freewill-wvalpha
or scan the QR code to get started:

with FreeWill, a free online resource that guides you through creating an

estate plan in as little as 20 minutes.

{0




PHI PSI
PO Box 4070

Morgantown, WV 26504-4070

RETURN MAILER

Mail to: Mountaineer Phi Psi
PO Box 4070
Morgantown, WV 26504-4070

Name Init. Yr.
2024 SUBSCRIPTION $50.00
Address
City/State/Zip Voluntary Contribution $
Phone (H) TOTAL $
Phone (W)

Save a stamp, renew/donate via Venmo:

Email Mountaineer Phi Psi @ WVALPHA

O The contact information above is new

Share an update by including your news in your return mailer.

News About Me:

/ [ -
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1

You and a guest are c01d1a11)( #vited to join us during
homecoming weekend for a Fall Founders Day celebration
of West Virginia Alpha Phi Psi.

SUNDAY
October 20, 2024 @ 10:30 AM

Erickson Alumni Center
1 Alumni Dr, Morgantown, WV 26506

HOSTED BY
The James Cochran House Association of Phi Kappa Psi
& WV Alpha Chapter

Brunch will be served and brothers from the Class of 1974
will receive their 50-year gold pins.

Please RSVP by October 13 LE .F

by scanning the QR code or visiting E == =l E

bit.ly/wv-alpha-fd24 4 ok :|- I
.| Tt

Family and friends are welcome.




